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Dyslexia means a disorder of constitutional origin manifested by a difficulty in learning to read, write, or spell, despite conventional instruction, adequate intelligence, and sociocultural opportunity.  

Texas Education Agency 

Instruction for Students with Dyslexia

School districts must purchase a reading program or develop their own reading program for students with dyslexia and related disorders. The program must include instruction in phonemic awareness, graphophonemic knowledge, language structure, linguistic patterns, and processes.  Instructional approaches used in the classroom should include explicit, individualized, and multisensory instruction.
University Charter School uses several different programs for dyslexia instruction.  The Texas Scottish Rite Hospital’s Dyslexia Training Program (TSRH’s DTP) is a popular choice for young students.  Older students can benefit from the REWARDS program or the TSRH’s Literacy Program.   

The Dyslexia Handbook Revised 2007, Updated 2010:  Procedures Concerning Dyslexia and Related Disorders

is available online at http://www.region10.org/dyslexia/documents/dyslexiahandbook11-10-2010.pdf 
Questions and Answers

Q.  May a parent or guardian recommend that a student be assessed for dyslexia?

A.   Yes. A parent or guardian may request that a child be assessed for dyslexia or a related disorder by staff at the district or charter school.  Parents may also choose to have the child assessed by a private diagnostician or other source.  To be valid, the assessment must comply with the requirements set forth in the Texas Education Agency’s Dyslexia Handbook.  The district must consider information provided by the parent or guardian when interpreting evaluation data and making placement.  However, the school determines whether the student is eligible for services.

Q.  Is there one test that can be used to determine if a student has dyslexia or a related disorder?

A.   No.  Districts and charter schools should use multiple data sources, including formal and informal measures that are appropriate for determining whether a student has dyslexia or a related disorder.  

Q.  Who ultimately identifies the student as dyslexic and makes the placement decision?

A. The identification must be made by a committee of knowledgeable persons formed at the district or campus level.  This team should include two or more of the following individuals:  the superintendent, a principal, a counselor, a reading specialist, a dyslexia specialist, a speech and language pathologist, an educational diagnostician, a special education teacher, and a teacher or other professional educator. 
 If the student is limited in English proficiency, the team should also include a member of the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee.  The team must be knowledgeable 
about the student being assessed; reading; dyslexia and related disorders; dyslexia instruction; the guidelines for assessment; the assessments that were used; and the meaning of the collected data. Parents or guardians may also be a part of this process. 

Informational Websites
Houston International Dyslexia Association
http://www.houstonida.org/index.asp 
International Dyslexia Association

http://www.interdys.org/
Austin Area Branch of the International Dyslexia Association

http://www.austinida.org/
Texas Scottish Rite Hospital/Luke Waites Center for Dyslexia and Learning Disorders http://www.tsrhc.org/default.asp?contentID=8
The Yale Center for Dyslexia and Creativity

http://dyslexia.yale.edu/schwab.html 

For more information about the dyslexia programs at The University of Texas-University Charter schools, please contact:
Kris Galles, Dyslexia Coordinator
512.670.6817
Mayola Tolivar, Reading Specialist
512.695.6596
Melissa Ruffin, Director of Curriculum & Instruction
512.471.0214
Dr. Gwyn Boyter, Superintendent
512.471.4365
Information in this newsletter was obtained from The Dyslexia Handbook:  Procedures Concerning Dyslexia and Related Disorders, Texas Education Agency (2007) and the Region 10 Educational Service Center

Characteristics and Consequences of Dyslexia





In many instances, parents are the first to notice a child’s struggles with learning to read.  Often parents don’t report problems with reading to the teacher.  The following are characteristics of dyslexia and should be reported to your child’s teacher:


Difficulty reading single words in isolation;


Difficulty accurately decoding nonsense words;


Slow, inaccurate, or labored oral reading (lack of reading fluency)


Difficulty with learning to spell.





The reading/spelling characteristics are the result of difficulty with the following:


The development of phonological awareness, including segmenting, blending, and manipulating sounds in words;


Learning the names of letters and their associated sounds;


Phonological memory (holding information about sounds and words in memory);


Rapid naming of familiar objects, colors, or letters of the alphabet.





Secondary consequences of dyslexia may include the following:


Variable difficulty with aspects of reading comprehension;


Variable difficulty with aspects of written comprehension;


Diminished amount of time spent in reading for enjoyment.





�





Resources





All Kinds of Minds by Mel Levine





Dyslexia, Fluency, and the Brain by Maryanne Wolf





Homework without Tears:  A Parent’s Guide for Motivating Children to Do Homework and to Succeed in School by Lee Canter, Lee Hausner





Overcoming Dyslexia:  A New and Complete Science-Based Program for Reading Problems at Any Level by Sally Shaywitz (2005)





Dyslexia:  Theory and Practice of Instruction by Diana Clark and Joanna Uhry (2005)





Basic Facts about Dyslexia and Other Reading Problems by Louisa Moats and Karen Dakin (2007)





Josh:  A Boy with Dyslexia by Caroline Janover (1988)





UT-UCS Parent Support Meeting to Be Held May 16th  via Phone Conference





Parents are invited to sign up for Tele-Conference with UT-UCS





On Thursday, May 16th, University of Texas-University Charter School staff will host a tele-conference for parents of students with dyslexia enrolled on our K-12 campuses. The phone conference will begin at 6:00 P.M.  Parents are asked to contact Kris Galles (� HYPERLINK "mailto:kgalles@austin.utexas.edu" �kgalles@austin.utexas.edu� or 512.670.6817) if they would like to be included in the tele-conference.  


Topics to be covered are


What is Dyslexia?


Characteristics of Dyslexia


State Laws Concerning Dyslexia


Resources for Parents of Dyslexic Students


Kris Galles, UT-UCS Dyslexia Coordinator and Wendy Rollins, Section 504 Services Coordinator for the district will be leading the discussion.  All UT-UCS parents are encouraged to participate.





Assessing Students for Dyslexia


When a child has difficulty reading, the classroom teacher is responsible for providing extra help and accommodations. If the student does not make progress, the teacher intensifies the instruction.  A student who still does not make adequate progress should then be referred to the Local Support Team (LST).  If the committee decides to ask for an assessment for dyslexia, the following areas will be assessed if information is not already available:


Reading words in isolation


Decoding real and nonsense words


Phonological awareness


Letter knowledge (and associated sounds)


Rapid naming


Fluency (both rate and accuracy)


Reading comprehension


Spelling


Optional areas include vocabulary, written expression, handwriting and mathematics)





Accommodations for Dyslexic Students


Many times a dyslexic student requires additional help in the classroom.  Teachers, parents, students, and other faculty should help determine which of the following accommodations are needed.


Audiotapes/CDs of textbooks to reinforce reading


Summaries of chapters


Markers and highlighters to highlight important text sections


Peer reading buddies


Reviewing vocabulary before reading


Using preview questions


Not requiring student to read aloud


Discussion of material after reading


Shortened assignments which focus on key concepts


Alternatives to written assignments (posters, oral/taped or video presentations, projects, collages, etc.)


A word processor for written work








Famous Dyslexics


Many children with dyslexia feel isolated because of their difficulties with reading.  It can help to know that others—sometimes famous people—also struggle with reading.  The following people have exhibited symptoms of dyslexia—


Erin Brokovich


Stephen J. Cannell


Cher


Tom Cruise


Thomas Edison


Albert Einstein


Whoopi Goldberg


Danny Glover


Tommy Hilfiger


Nolan Ryan


Charles Schwab—The founder of one of the largest brokerages in the world created the Schwab Foundation for Learning to educate teachers and parents on how to help children with learning difficulties.


Jackie Stewart


Henry Winkler—This actor, also known as “The Fonze,” has written a series of books about a boy with learning disabilities, Hank Zipster:  The World’s Best Underachiever.


Leonardo da Vinci


Winston Churchill


Neil Bush


Agatha Christie
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Calendar of Events


Dallas Branch of the International Dyslexia Association Annual Conference


Contact:  972.233.9107 x222


Place: TBA


Date: February 7, 2014


Please contact DBIDA for more information 





12th Annual Texas Dyslexia Association 


Contact:  www.504idea.org


Place:   DoubleTree Hotel in Austin, TX


Date: October 21-22, 2013�2013 Texas Dyslexia Conference


Registration Information coming soon.





International Dyslexia Conference


Contact: www.interdys.org/AnnualConferenceUpcoming.htm


Place:  Ernest Morial Convention Center, New Orleans


Date: November 6-9, 2012





University of Texas-University Charter School


Contact:  512.670.6816


Place:  Tele-Conference


Date:  May 8, 2013, 6 P.M.
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